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them with his last breath to hunt up
his relations, and see that they were
in no want. It seemed strange to us
that Uncle Ralph, who took no notice
of us when he was allve, should be so
careful to look after us when he was
dead, but Mr. Carruthers explained
that the reason was that my uncle had
ust heard of the death of his brother,
and so felit responsibie for our fate.”

“Excuse me,” said Holmes. ““When
was this interview?” )

“Liast December—four months ago.”’

“Pray proceed.”

“Mr. Woodley seemed to me to be a
most odious person. He was forever
making eyes at me—a coarse, pufly-
faced, red-moustached young man,
with his hair plastered down on each
side of his forehead. I thought that he
was perfectly hateful—and I was sure
that Cyril would not wish me to know
guch a person.”

‘Oh, Cyril is his name:
smiling.

The young lady blushed and laughed.

“Yes, Mr. Holmes, Cyril Morton, an
electrical engineer, and we hope to be
narried at the end of the summer.
Dear me, how did I get talking about
him? What I wished to say was that
Mr. Woodley was perfectly odious, but
that Mr. Carruthérs, who was a much
older man, was more agreeable. He
was a dark, sallow, clean-shaven, silent
person, but he had polite manners and
a pleasant smile. He inquired how we

said Holmes,

were left, and on finding that we were
very poor, he suggested that T should
come and teach music to his only

daughter, aged ten. I said that 1 did
not like to leave my mother, on which
he suggested that I should go home to
her every week end, and he offered me
a hundred a year, which was certainly
spiendid pay. So it ended by my ac-
cepting, and I went down to Chiltern
Grange, about six miles from Farnham.
Mr. Carruthers was a widower, but he
had engaged a lady housekeeper, a
very respectable, elderly person, called
Mrs. Dixon, to look after his estab-
lishment. The child was a dear, and
everything promised well: Mr. Car-
ruthers was very kind and very musi-
cal, and we had.most pleasant even-
ings together. Every week end I went
*home to my mother in town.

who seemed interested |

Mr. Carruthers,
in what T said.’ and told me that h~‘j
had ordered a horse and trap, so that
in future I should not pass over these
lonely roads without some companion.
“The horse and trap were to have !
come this week, but for some Treason
they were not delivered, and again I‘
had to cycle to the station. That was
this morning You can think that I

looked out when I came to Charlington
Heath, and ther ure enough, was the |
man, exactly as had been the two
weeks before. He always kept so far
from me that I could not clearly see
his face, but it was certainly someone
whom I did not know. He was dressed
in @ @ark suit with a cloth cap. The
only thing about his face that I f-m:ld
clearly see was his dark beard. T od.ay
I was not alarmed, but I was filled with
curiosity, and [ determined to find out
who he was and what he wanted. 1|
alowed down my machine, bu_l he |
slowed down his. Then I stopped al-
together, but he stopped also. Then I
laid a trap for him. There a -sharp
turning of the road, and I pedalled very
quickly round this and then I stopped

he

and waited. I expected him to shoot
round and pass me before he cnuldi
stop. But he never appeared. Then 1!
went back and Ilooked round the
corner. T could see a mile of road,
but he not on it. To make it the nore
extraordinary, there was no side road

at this, 9int down which he could huve
gone’

Holw. . chuckied and rubbed his
hands. “This case certainly presents
some features of its own,” said he.

“How much time elapsed between your
turning the road and your discovery
that the road was clear?”

“Two or three minutes.”

*“Then he could not have retreated
down the road, and you say that there
are no side roads?”

‘“None.”

‘“Then he certainly took a footpath
on one side or the other.”

“It could not have been on the side
of the heath, or I should have seen
him.”

“So. by the process of exclusion, we

arrive at the fact that he made his
way toward Charlington hall, which,

But there
details

are
about

curious

the case,

and suggestive
Watson.”

“That he should appear only at that |

which pays double the marke:z price for
a governess, but does not keep a horse,
although six miles from the
0dd, Watson—ve odd!™

“You willago down?”

station?

“No, my dear fellow, you will go
down This ma) be some trifling in-
trigue, and I cannot break my other

important research for the sake of it.
On "Monday vou will arrive eariy at
Farnham; you will conceal yourself
near Charlington Heath you will ob-
serve these facts for yourself, and act
as your own judgment advises. Then,
having inquired as to the occupants
of the hall, you will come back to me

and report. And now, Watson, not
another’ word of the matter until we
have a few solid stepping-stones on
which we may hope to get across to
our solution.”

We had ascertained from the lady
that she went down upon the Mon-

{ day by the train which leaves Water-

loo at 9:50, so I started early and
caught the 9:13. At Farnham station
I had no 4difficulty in being directed
to Charlington Heath. It was im-
possible to mistake the. scene of the
voung lady’'s adventure, for the road
runs between the open heath on one
side and an old yew hedge upon the
other, surrounding a park which is
studded with magnificent trees. There
Was a main gateway of lichen-studded
stone. each side pillar surmounted by
mouldering heraldic emblems, but be-
sides this central carriage drive I ob-
served several points where there were
gaps in the hedge. and paths leading
through them. The house was invisible
from the road, but the surroundings
all spoke of gloom afid decay,

Doint?"”

“Exas=tly. Our first effort must be
to find who are the tenants or Charil- |
ington hall. Then, again, how about

| the connection between Carruthers and
Woodley, since they appear to be men
of such different type? How came
| they both to'be so keen upon looking
up Ralph Smith’s relations? One more
point. What sort of a menage is it

Next morning. had a note from
b, recounting shortly and ac-

very incidents

we

the

the prostscript:

“I am sure that you will respect

confidence, Mr. Holmes, when [

you that my place here has becom:
difticult, owing to the fact that my
employer has propozed marriage to

me. T am convinced that his feelings
are most deep and most honorahls
At the same time, my promise is, of
course, given. He tock n refusal
very serlously, but also very gently
You can understand, however that
the situation is a little strained.”

“Our young friend seems vo pe get-

ting into deep waters Holme

thoughtfully, as he fh the let-
ter. “The case 1inly présents
more features of st and more

possibility of development

originally thought.

I should be non

the worse for a quiet, peaceful

| day in the country, and J am in-
clined to run down this afternoon and

test one or two theories which I have

formed.”

Holmes’ quiet day in the country had
a singular termination, for he arrived
ai Baker street late in the evening,
with a cut lip and a discolored lump
upon his forehead, hesides a general
air of dissipation which would have
made his own person the fitting object
of a Scotland Yard investigation. He
was immensely tickled by his own ad-
ventures, and laughed heartily as he
recounted them.

“I get so little active exercise that
it is always a treat,” said he. *“You
are aware that 1 have some proficiency
in the good old British sport of boxing.
Occasionally, it is of service; today,
for example, 1 should have come to
very ignominious grief without it.”

I begged him to tell me what had oc-
curred.

“Y found that country pub which I
had already recommended to vour no-
tice, and there I made my discreet in-
quiries. I was in the bar, and a garru-

us landlord wi ¥ing me ail that I
Eiusm. mm?ﬁrﬁ. a white-bearded
man, and he lives alone with a small
steff of servants at the Hall. There is

which T
n, but the pith of the letter lay |

than I had |
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